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Unit6
The Other Population Crisis
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It is an unquestioned principle that has dominated international thinking for
decades: we live in an overcrowded world teeming with billions of humans who
are destined to suffocate our cities and squeeze our planet of its precious
resources. Our species is inexorably wrecking Earth: flooding valleys, cutting
down forests, and destroying the habitats of animals and plants faster than
scientists can classify them. Our future is destined to be nasty, brutish, and
crumped. Or is it?
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Now, it seems, population analysts have suddenly started to question the "self-
evident" truth that we are destined eventually to drown under our own weight.
While accepting that populations will continue to rise, they point out that this rise
will not be nearly as steep or as long-lasting as was once feared. They even claim
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they can envisage the day when world population numbers will peak and begin
to decline.
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As evidence, statisticians point to a simple, stark fact: people are having fewer
and fewer children. In the 1970s, global fertility rates stood at about six children
per woman. Today the average is 2.9 and falling. Such a rate will still see the
world's population increase to nine billion by 2050, a rise of fifty percent on
today's figure. That is not good news for the planet, but it is far less alarming
than the projections of fifteen billion that were once being made. More to the
point, statisticians predict that after 2050 the number of humans will go down.

ﬂ:oﬁﬁs%%(3,.:,\;56,,o,u\c,z\”uug,:,.;\,aiiwu;)wmug\,;@
ST Sl Sa el 30 05 8 3l 4 537 3d Sl Soa0l F 5 AV ans 53 Lk
Sl 4 4 Y0y Jlo b Ol Cumer il 531 dald Olisman & 5 e Sl 2alS Jl= o
Lol (i ol Sl o575 o Ol bl oo ORI 45300 (S50l 035 4 Cnd 57 5 5 a5
WSS ) 559003 e b oo plonil Glaj a8 el (63 ,5Lks 035k (gls i S 51 eSSl

WLl S s Ll sl Yo Jlu Sl s S ST o s i W Ol LT

o lingolearn 35S 422 o O ) 95 pl 8L JUIS 43 OIS O 900 4 s jgeT Sl Igime 35bls cugr




Such trends raise two key questions. Why has the rise in world populations
started to die out so dramatically? And what will be the consequences of this
decline? Answers to the first question depend largely on locality. In Europe, for
example, couples will have only one or two children when they might have had
three or four in the past.
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There are various reasons for this: WWomen now have their own career options,
and are no longer considered failures if they do not marry and produce children
in their twenties or thirties. This has taken a substantial number out of the pool of
potential mothers, In addition, parents have aspirations for their offspring,
choices not available to past generations but which cost money, for example,
higher education and travel. These and other pressures have reduced the average
birth rate in European countries to 1.4 per couple. Given that a country needs a
birth rate of 2.1 to maintain its numbers, it is clear to see that in the long term
there will be fewer Europeans.
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The causes of declining numbers in other countries are more varied and more
alarming. Russia's population is dropping by almost 750,000 people a year. The
causes are alcoholism, breakdown of the public health service, and industrial
pollution that has had a disastrous effect on men's fertility. In China, the state
enforces quotas of offspring numbers, and it is expected that its population will
peak at 15 billion by 2019 then go into steep decline. Some analysts suggest the
country could lose twenty to thirty percent of its population every generation.
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There is also the exodus from the countryside, a trek happening across the globe.
Soon half the world's population will have urban homes. But in cities, children
become a cost rather than an asset for helping work the land, and again pressures
mount for people to cut the size of their families. The impact of all this is harder
to gauge. In Europe, demographers forecast a major drop in the numbers who
will work and earn money, while the population of older people-who need
support and help will soar. So, the urging by a British politician that it is the
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patriotic duty of women to have children makes sense.
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There will be no workforce if people do not have children. At present the
median age of people is twenty-six; within a hundred years, if current trends
continue, that will have doubled. More and more old people will have to be
supported by fewer and fewer young people. In China, the problem is worse.
Most young Chinese adults have no brothers or sisters and face the prospect of
having to care for two parents and four grandparents on their own.
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Pensions and incomes are simply not able to rise fast enough to deal with the
crisis. There are people who cling to the hope that it is possible to have a vibrant
economy without a growing population, but mainstream economists are
pessimistic. On the other hand, it is clear that reduced human numbers can only
be good for the planet in the long term.
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Until we halt the spread of our own species, the destruction of the last great
wildernesses, such as the Amazon, will continue. Just after the last ice Age, there
were only a few hundred thousand humans on Earth. Since then the population
has grown ten thousand fold. Such a growth rate, and our imperfect attempts to
control it, are bound to lead us into an uncertain future.
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New word: English explanation / .., s

Crisis: turning point; time of great stress or danger/ _! > Ese Ol

Unquestioned: not questioned; not inquired into; undisputed/ L6 & codid )

Vb.sj.?

-

Principle: doctrine, tenet, precept; fundamental law, primary law on which other
laws are based/-Lis ¢ IS suels ¢ Lol (il

Dominated: to dominate a situation means to be the most powerful or important
person or thing in it/ os 5 b 4aSs (Ol 6 o ¢ zéls Lls

Teeming with: to be full of (life and activity) : to have many (people or animals)
moving around inside/ 3l 0s 5 < shos ¢ 31 055

Destined: if someone or something is destined for a particular experience, that
experience cannot be prevented/ SUABErE

Suffocate: smother, asphyxiate, kill by cutting of the oxygen supply/ L s 5~ aa=

QL
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Inexorably: in an unyielding manner, without mercy; unchangeably/ <,

'>Lf.J LS)‘}";") L: cLs.'l.>=.w ) cg-\if.w

Flood: inundation, deluge; torrent; great stream of water; overflow/ ¢ .. L ,s

b sb

Valley: low area of land located between hills or mountains/ <Xl ¢ 5

Habitat: habitation, dwelling-place; environment, surroundings, place in which
an animal or plant naturally grows or lives/ al3 L sl <o j aikaie

Nasty: smelly; evil; severe; disgusting; dangerous; unpleasant/ _a:s™ cousj oo

Brutish: cruel; crude, sensual, bestial, wild; instinctive, unthinking/ «c.i ;s «cs

N

Crumped: heavy blow; thudding sound; crunching sound; loud sound of an
exploding shell/oai b 05 57 seiis 05

Self-evident: a fact or situation that is self-evident is so obvious that there is no
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need for proof or explanation/ ;a5 s ddos & ¢ g b

Steep: soak in a liquid, immerse in liquid; saturate, imbue/ .l . i ¢ 5l

Envisage: if you envisage a situation or event, you imagine it, or think that it is
likely to happen/ x50 cs S s

Decline: sinking, decrease, ebb; downward slope, descent/ Ll «Jl s} ¢ ialS

Stark: extreme; bare, harsh, austere; blunt, pIain/C\?aﬂ (S5 (S e (Bl

Projection: protrusion, bulge; act of showing on a screen; act of casting or
throwing; act of firing or launching; act of planning or programming/a projection

is an estimate of a future amount/ 3 .../ . (b S

Dramatically: in a dramatic manner, in a theatrical manner/ > s LG b «

Locality: place, district; vicinity; state of occupying a position in space, state of
having a location/ (5 «usb 4

Aspiration: longing, strong desires to achieve and complete something/ (L ,T
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Offspring: young, descendants, children; outcome/ >V s case

Enforces: compel, force; administer; strengthen, intensify/ «os S 1105 S ASt

035 ses

Quotas: A quota is a government-imposed trade restriction that limits the number
or monetary value of goods that a country can import or export during a

particular period/ s .5 5, se

Exodus: when there is an exodus, a lot of people leave a place together/ = g

&“—’.'m-’&bﬁl-@ﬁ‘c};’.'

Alcoholism: addiction to alcohol/ |SJI s 6 4 slze!

Disastrous: terrible, dreadful, causing disaster/ <Sgs ¢ ol Conas

Globe: ball, sphere; planet earth; small sphere which represents the planet earth/
) S = c; co;
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Urban: pertaining to or characteristic of a city; living in a city/ ¢ ¢

Asset: something of value (property, goods, etc.); desirable item or quality,
something beneficial/ b v s 5 6,k ¢ oyl

Gauge: standard of measure; device for measuring (pressure, amount/ « .Las

S S5 alw g S 651

Demographer: expert on demography (study of the statistical characteristics of a
population)/e> - &S bl jaass

Forecast: prediction of a future event or condition / ., .

Soar: fly at a great height, glide; fly upward, ascend; increase, rise/ gl p 04 ép

03,5 Slgp i 35

Patriotic: loyal to one's country of birth, devoted to one's country/c... , -k

Workforce: manpower, force of workers available, hands; full group of
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employees in a company/ ,i5" ¢ 5

Median age: Age that divides the population in two parts of equal size, that is,
there are as many persons with ages above the median as there are with ages

below the median / L s -

Pension: financial benefit paid after a person has stopped working; boarding
house; allowance, stipend/ SKe.iisb G si> b (6 jatume

Vibrant: pulsating with energy, filled with action; lively, stimulating/ «_:s ,»

dfylg-jd)j‘)bﬂ

Mainstream Economists: Mainstream economics refers to the orthodox or
neoclassical tradition of economics, in which markets are moved by an invisible
hand and all actors are rational.

Pessimistic: seeing only the bad side, tending to expect the worst/ ...

Halt: temporary stop, standstill; break or pause in a march or journey/ <.l

Q:;j:@\ c().a)fg:,mi\ cé_ii).s

Wildernesses: an uncultivated, uninhabited, and inhospitable region/ « S s
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Fold: bend; pleat; crease; depression in the ground, hollow between two hills/
O:&:ta\ v.@.» cQ-XﬁU c..l;.&.w}f J.'G‘ COe C)Lé)-
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