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Advance3

Unit2

The invisible thread
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It lifts hearts and lengthens lives. It has been hailed as the ultimate good by
philosophers and promoted by major religions. The wondrous good in question
iIs friendship. Aristotle's highest goal for men and the third plank of the French
revolution - liberty, equality, fraternity - friendship is as old as humanity and as
important as love or justice. But while bookstore shelves groan with self-help
books on finding the perfect partner and philosophical texts on the nature of
freedom, friendship barely gets a mention among academics or policy-makers.
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Friendship is the invisible thread running through society, yet its significance in
our lives is, if anything, increasing. While the claim that "friends are the new
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family" is an overstatement, it is certainly the case that friendships figure
prominently in both the lives people actually lead and the ones to which they
aspire. Some television series portray a world in which close friendships define
the contours of the participants' lives: parents and children are allowed, at least,
at best, walk-on parts.
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One of the reasons why thinkers struggle to recognize this trend may be one of
definition. | am a friend to someone | have known and loved for 25 years, but |
am also a "Friend of The Earth." Friendship is a slippery category. This,
however, is where philosophers are supposed to help. Aristotle divided
friendships into three types: friendships for usefulness, friendships for pleasure
and friendships of virtue.
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The first kind of friend is the one who will get you a job or membership of an
exclusive club; the second makes you laugh. But in both cases the point of the
friendship is that they provide something of separate value to you. True
friendship, the third kind, is valued for itself. There are few numerical limits on
the first two kinds - | can have a vast business network and hundreds of agreeable
acquaintances - but true friendship is, by definition, a limited field: if someone
has many friends, they have none.
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Virtuous friendship is long-term and committed and brings the great
psychological benefits, there is plentiful research evidence showing that having
at least one close friend is associated with a range of health benefits, from
recovery times from cardiac illness to reduced incidence of mental health
problems.
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However, friendship is not always an unalloyed good. Its benefits are unevenly
spread and its impact on traditional liberal values, such as equality, diversity and
mobility, is mixed. The first problem is that men are worse at friendship than
women. It is now widely acknowledged that women do more of the "social”
work than men and have better-developed friendship skills, which leaves men at
a disadvantage.
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Secondly, friendship has political downsides for governments committed to
social inclusion: it is, by definition, exclusive. People from a particular social
class or educational background are highly likely to form friendships, or
romantic relationships, with people from the same background. Given that
friends help each other, the danger is that the friendships of the affluent and
successful hoard social advantage, to the detriment of social mobility.
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Friendship is seen — with some justification — as a private matter, but the strong
links between friendship and other social goods — including better health, more
effective careers, and higher life satisfaction — should be enough to merit greater
attention from decision-makers. So what are the political implications of these
observations? Perhaps the best politicians can aim for is not to make things worse
for friendship. But political institutions can improve or worsen the conditions in
which friendships are formed.
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First of all, the issue of time needs to be considered. Friendship requires time to
flourish: Aristotle reckoned one and a half bushels of salt needed to be
consumed together before a friendship became solid. At the present time, many
people regard non-working hours as family time, but little allowance is made for
the time needed to build friendships. Ironically, for politicians to discourage
people from working long hours could be counter-productive, since a third of us
make most of our friends through work. What the decision-makers could do,
however, is discourage the drive for commercial gain that squeezes conviviality
out of the workplace.
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There is also a case for encouraging spaces in which people from different
backgrounds meet and interact in order to increase the chances of cross-class
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friendships. Given the increase in geographical inequality, with rich people
increasingly living in neighborhoods of rich people, only hospital wards and
places of religious worship are sites of genuine social mixing.
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Friendship is a virtue with some of the appearances of a social vice. It can
promote or demote social mobility; underpin tolerance or bolster
discrimination; erode or sustain hierarchies. Society could be composed of
strong friendships between people of identical social backgrounds who treat
everyone else with contempt, intolerance or fear.
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The true test of the friendliness of a community is not simply the way its citizens
treat their friends, but whether they behave generously toward the broader social
world. We need not only the care of friends, but the kindness of strangers.
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New word: English explanation / .., s

Thread: a fine strand of spun fiber such as cotton or flax, usu. composed of two
or more filaments twisted together and used in sewing, weaving, and the like/

QLS égcdw*)cw)

Hailed: o salute or greet/ il = o5 55 g 039,

Liberty: freedom from bondage, oppression, or captivity/ (¢s!;! cojl>! ¢ Lo

Wondrous: wonderful, esp. in literary or poetic usage/ .os ¢, 5l & > 2 K

J:.<;‘ #.a.&aﬂ" ./Lj

Fraternity: a group of people linked by common pursuits or interests, such as
members of the same profession/ ( ¢S i glel e Ol T gl yls &S £ )l 95

el catws (Al

Groan: a low-pitched, prolonged sound expressing pain, grief, disapproval, or the
|ike/Q.L:SU cQJ; A6 b M.lf cC.,iK.&

Overstatement: exaggeration; overly strong statement/ _ S 6l e B el
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Aspire: seek to attain a goal, yearn, aim, dream/ -=ils Glesl (s S 95,0 ¢ mals o5

Contours: the outline of a surface, form, or figure; shape/ ¢ J ,» Lo ¢ |ols 1>

b S

Slippery: having a slick surface that is difficult to move upon without sliding/
o..aUJ'.:'J U’:j GCJL; s :.)\j..i.s

Virtue: moral excellence; righteousness/ zsluS'L cde ¢ o 5,8 jon

Numerical: of or pertaining to numbers/ s o ,lei g oyl wlal 4o led b

Acquaintance: a person one has met but does not know well/ &1 Ll

Plentiful: existing in or producing large amounts or quantities; abundant/ ¢ ,Ls ..

23T oL b s ol

Incidence: the frequency with which something happens or the range over which

ILOCCUrS/ (2 5o ¢ gl g 585 o cd sadin 5Liil 03 5
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Unalloyed: not mixed with an alloy, as a metal/ U « 21>

Mobility: ability to move; portability/ _Li> ¢S =5 ¢ oL o

Unevenly: in an uneven manner, in an unbalanced way, with variation, in a way
that is not equitable/ 5l gzl 5b 4

Acknowledged: to admit or recognize the truth, existence, fact, or validity
0f/ 05 S ol el 0 87 Slay8 (05 57 5das

Downside: negative side, unpleasant aspect, disadvantage; lower side/ iz

Obj s Cad 2alS (b8 (S8 550 5 Jbo s sel) Cppecp

Affluent: having material wealth/ s 5 56«55, 5 ¢Sl

Detriment: if something happens to your detriment, it harms you; a formal
expression/, .5 oL j eyl

Hoard: a collection or supply of something that is hidden, stored, or guarded, as
for use at a later time or to keep it from being stolen; cache/ ca= 5l IS (o 53
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Justification: something that explains, justifies, or defends, as an explanation or
supporting evidence/ s ;5! s caz 5 canslbe

Merit: value; character or accomplishment that commends praise/ «=sU ¢ ez

Dl e c@lamn] (el

Flourish: to grow and thrive; be healthy and vigorous/ s, (s L 05 s b S

55

Bushels: a container with such a capacity, or the contents of such a
container/ sl o K o7 5 ol (6555lST s 6SKist sl (6,8 o151 Co b ¢S cailow

o ST sl 5 BB B S B

Solid: firm and substantial; not liquid or gaseous/ cas ;L ¢S ¢ il (o cals 03Le

-
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Squeeze: to press firmly together; compress/ s ,ié (OLla (05 S 4 ,lis
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Conviviality: friendliness; festivity/ _ e s ooz (il 55

Interact: to react to one another in a social situation/ Jles! g Jas 03 S Jos Slaz

Q*‘J&fr"‘ﬁ@’;

Cross-class: Involving or combining different social classes/ L Calises clo| 4l

slame o>

Wards: division (of a hospital, prison, etc.); administrative section; minor/ (b

& e Ohlos (o8 508 O lus 503

Genuine: true to what is claimed or believed about a thing; authentic/ 2l ¢ Lo

‘5&;‘_9 cC;.w)J

Bolster: a pillow or cushion, esp. a long, cylindrical one used on a sofa or bed/
0313 455 ¢ alugSS L b AL (S

Demote: lower in rank or position/ b plie .S 0sls 45, J 55

Underpin: o support from below, as with girders or props/ <. le> 05 S Slaziy
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Contempt: the feeling or expression of angry disgust, as at something wicked or
unworthy; scorn/ ,ass (sl

Erode: to slowly wear away, eat into, or destroy by the action of friction, or as if
by friction/ ol 5 (s ol L
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rectitude,
righteousness,
uprightness

New Word Synonym Antonym

Hailed greet, salute, toast,
welcome

Liberty emancipation, bondage, constraint,
freedom restraint, slavery

Groan moan, murmur

Slippery lubricious

Virtue goodness, morality, | iniquity, vice, wrong

Acquaintance

associate, colleague,
compeer, confrere,
coworker

Plentiful abundant, bounteous, |scant, scanty, scarce,
bountiful, copious, short, thin, tight
plenteous, profuse

Unalloyed pure, solid

Acknowledge

accept, admit, affirm,
allow, avow,
concede, grant,
recognize

deny, disavow, reject

Affluent

moneyed,
prosperous, rich,
wealthy, well-off,
well-to-do

destitute,
impecunious,
impoverished

Detriment

damage, harm, injury

Hoard

cache, reserve, stash,
stockpile
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Justification apology, cause
Flourish grow, thrive atrophy, languish, rot
Solid concrete, firm, hard, |insubstantial
massive, solidified,
substantial
Squeeze compress crush, pinch, press
Interact relate
Genuine authentic, bona fide, | artificial, bogus,
honest, proven, real, | counterfeit, fake
true, veritable
Bolster support, bolster,
backrest, cushion
Contempt disdain, scorn admiration, esteem
Erode abrade, wear away
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