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Advance3
Unit3

Three Days to See
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| have often thought it would be a blessing if each human being were stricken
blind and deaf for a few days at some time during his early adult life. Darkness
would make him more appreciative of sight; silence would teach him the joys of
sound. Now and then | have tested my seeing friends to discover what they see.
Recently | asked a friend, who had just returned from a long walk in the woods,
what she had observed. 'Nothing in particular,' she replied.
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How was it possible, | asked myself, to walk for an hour through the woods and
see nothing worthy of note? | who cannot see find hundreds of things to interest
me through mere touch. | feel the delicate symmetry of a leaf. | pass my hands
lovingly about the smooth skin of a silver birch, or the rough, shaggy bark of a
pine. In spring | touch the branches of trees hopefully in search of a bud, the first
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sign of awakening Nature after her winter's sleep.
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Occasionally, if I am very fortunate, | place my hand gently on a small tree and
feel the happy quiver of a bird in full song. At times my heart cries out with
longing to see all these things. If | can get so much pleasure from mere touch,
how much more beauty must be revealed by sight. And | have imagined what |
should most like to see if | was given the use of my eyes, say, for just three days.
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| should divide the period into three parts. On the first day, | should want to see
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the people whose kindness and gentleness and companionship have made my life
worth living. | do not know what it is to see into the heart of a friend through that
'‘window of the soul,' the eye. | can only 'see’ through my finger tips the outline
of a face.
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| can detect laughter, sorrow, and many other obvious emotions. | know my
friends from the feel of their faces. How much easier, how much more satisfying
it is for you who can see to grasp quickly the essential qualities of another
person by watching the subtleties of expression, the quiver of a muscle, the
flutter of a hand. But does it ever occur to you to use your sight to see the inner
nature of a friend?
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Do not most of you seeing people grasp casually the outward features of a face
and let it go at that? For instance, can you describe accurately the faces of five
good friends? As an experiment, | have questioned husbands of long standing
about the color of their wives' eyes, and often they express embarrassed
confusion and admit that they so not know. Oh, the things that | should see if |
had the power of sight for just three days!
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The first day would be a busy one. | should call to me all my dear friends and
look long into their faces, imprinting upon my mind the outward evidence of
the beauty that is within them. I should let my eyes rest, too, on the face of a
baby, so that | could catch a vision of the eager, innocent beauty which precedes
the individual's consciousness of the conflicts which life develops.
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| should like to see the books which have revealed to me the deepest channels of
human life. And I should like to look into the loyal, trusting eyes of my dogs —
the little Scottie, and the stalwart Great Dane. In the afternoon, | should take a
long walk in the woods and intoxicate my eyes on the beauties of the world of
Nature. And | should pray for the glory of a colorful sunset. That night, | think, I
should not be able to sleep.

T & T & .. - 5 w .
DT 5 sy om0y (0T (S5 s am 53 0 ties S (2o ) (ols OIS al e 0
.v;sotis—ef)ﬁjwsobusﬁ;a&m- palazel b 5 5lsby sla K Olatar 4 5 S
tbed S il 5 o5l S8 5 iy 5 0 pB osly 15 4l 53 b e gl 5l )
Pl i) 55 0, oo Caabie 50 S (6l L S s o S Ol gl

s (5 OT o5 o0 S50

The next day, I should arise with the dawn and see the thrilling miracle by which
night is transformed into day. I should behold with awe the magnificent
panorama of light with which the sun awakens the sleeping earth. This day |
should devote to a hasty glimpse of the world, past and present. | should want to
see the pageant of man's progress, and so | should go to the museums.
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There my eyes would see the condensed history of the earth animals and the
races of men pictured in their native environment; gigantic carcasses of
dinosaurs and mastodons which roamed the earth long before man appeared,
with his tiny stature and powerful brain, to conquer the animal kingdom.
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My next stop would be the Museum of Art, I know well through my hands the
sculptured gods and goddesses of the ancient Nile-land. I have felt copies of
Parthenon friezes, and I have sensed the rhythmic beauty of charging Athenian
warriors. The gnarled, bearded features of Homer are dear to me, for he, too,
knew blindness. So on this, my second, I should try to probe into the soul of man
through his art. The things | knew through touch I should now see.

‘s'g.‘."J‘.."U'G'{ut‘)ﬂLSL“@‘jdl{.‘i‘"g&bﬁ%bbc@‘ﬂo)‘}ﬁcuﬁév\xcw}'
olte 5 Osise 2l s pols slasl 530U ) 055,k b 4S5l gle (oS 5 p se LET

w&‘jfﬁj‘w,)}‘u"}“uw."éu°ﬁ%‘CuJ;d;J’ju“"‘)‘_gJle;{j’&&

o lingolearn 35S 422 o O ) 95 plSL JUIS 4 OIS O 900 4 (s jgeT S Igime 35bls cugr




P35 Sl AU i S Ll e 55 03 25 AT GLLb L e O 55 e 58 wi 85 50

e bl @madls 055 eed 5 b NS SISl s b SOl # )

More splendid still, the whole magnificent world of painting would be opened
to me. | should be able to get only a superficial impression. Artists tell me that
for a deep and true appreciation of art one must educate the eye. One must learn
from experience to weigh the merits of line, of composition, of form and color. If
| had eyes, how happily would | embark upon so fascinating a study!
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The evening of my second day, | should spend at a theater or at the movies. How
| should like to see the fascinating figure of Hamlet, or the gusty Falstaff amid
colorful Elizabethan trappings! I cannot enjoy the beauty rhythmic movement
except in a sphere restricted to the touch of my hands. I can vision only dimly the
grace of a Pavlova, although I know something of the delight of rhythm, for
often I can sense the beat of music as it vibrates through the door.
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| can well imagine that cadenced motion must be one of the most pleasing sights
in the world. | have been able to gather something of this by tracing with my
fingers the lines in sculptured marble; if this static grace can be so lovely, how
much more acute must be the thrill of seeing grace in motion.
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The following morning, I should again greet the dawn, anxious to discover new
delights, new revelation of beauty. Today, this third day, | shall spend in the
workaday world, amid the haunts of men going about the business of life. The
city becomes my destination. First, | stand at a busy corner, merely looking at
people, trying by sight of them to understand something of their lives. | see
smiles, and | am happy. | see serious determination, and | am proud. | see
suffering, and I am compassionate. I stroll down Fifth Avenue.
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| throw my eyes out of focus so that | see no particular object but a seething
kaleidoscope of color. I am certain that the colors of women's dresses moving in
a throng must be a gorgeous spectacle of which | should never tire. But perhaps
if 1 had sight I should be like most other women - too interested in styles and the
cut of individual dresses to give much attention to the splendor of color in the
mass.
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From Fifth Avenue | make a tour of the city - to the slums, to factories, to parks
where children play. | take a stay-at-home trip abroad by visiting the foreign
quarters. Always my eyes are open wide to all the sights of both happiness and
misery so that | may probe deep and add to my understanding of how people
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work and live.
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My third day of sight is drawing to an end. Perhaps there are many serious
pursuits to which | should devote the few remaining hours, but | am afraid that
on the evening of that last day | should run away to the theater to a hilariously,
funny play, so that | might appreciate the overtones of comedy in the human
spirit.
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At midnight permanent night would close in on me again. Naturally in those
three short days | should not have seen all | wanted to see. Only when darkness
had again descended upon me should I realize how much I had left unseen.
Perhaps this short outline of how | should spend three days of sight does not
agree with the program you would set for yourself if you knew that you were
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about to be stricken blind.
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| am, however, sure that if you actually faced that fate your eyes would open to
things you had never seen before, storing up memories for the long night ahead.
You would use your eyes as never before. Everything you saw would become
dear to you. Your eyes would touch and embrace every object that came within
your range of vision. Then, at last, you would really see, and a new world of
beauty would open itself before you.
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| who am blind can give one hint to those who see - one admonition to those
who would make full use of the gift of sight: Use your eyes as if tomorrow you
would be stricken blind. And the same method can be applied to other senses.
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Hear the music of voices, the song of a bird, the mighty strains of an orchestra, as
if you would be stricken deaf to-morrow.
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Touch each object you want to touch as if tomorrow your tactile sense would
fail. Smell the perfume of flowers, taste with relish each morsel, as if tomorrow
you could never smell and taste again. Make the most of every sense; glory in all
the facets of pleasure and beauty which the world reveals to you through the
several means of contact which Nature provides. But of all the senses, | am sure
that sight must be the most delightful.
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New word: English explanation / .., s

Stricken: a past participle of strike/ o5 czs c@iajuu\ Ol

Appreciative: feeling or capable of feeling gratitude or appreciation/ «ols 43

PUIEPRE

Worthy: having adequate or considerable worth or merit; admirable;
commendable/ a5 Y

Delicate: fragile, easily broken; sensitive/ el « Y (2w ) 5o (ol

Symmetry: a state in which parts on opposite sides of a plane, line, or point
display the same size, form, or arrangement/ (& calis cas 5 ccwls

Birch: type of tree; bundle of birch twigs used for whipping/ cla el oy S

u,?c,}');@\;:ﬁi;

Shaggy: having long, untidy hair, fur, or pile/ B3 (25 ) PRUP)
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Pine: type of tree/ long for, crave, yearn; desire, Want/u.:\ﬁ; cCK pes cclf

Bud: a swelling on a plant that can develop into new parts, such as leaves or a
flower/ wes (4l

Quiver: to shake or tremble slightly/ :5" 5 ¢ il )l

Revealed: show, exhibit, display; expose/ 0 5™ 26«03 8 pslae c05 5 S

Grasp: to take hold of with or as with a hand/ 5« 7 oK 3 ¢ 5 Koo edot g

QJJ}‘

Outline: a line or shape marking the boundaries of a figure or object/ 0 s+l

Cjb L‘\—:.A) ch D

Subtleties: the quality or condition of being subtle/ il ;¢ S 55

Casually: randomly; informally (dressed)/oLS L (3LasIL Coslas ) shay cbslas
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Accurately: with accuracy; correctly; precisely/ <. ;s 285l ¢ w )

Hasty: done or produced quickly; speedy; hurried/ a=L cows cos) lid oJ sme (i

Glimpse: a quick look; momentary or partial view/ Jl=| L

Imprinting: in animal and human behavior, a period of rapid learning early in life
that established permanent connections with other beings or objects, and thus

determines certain patterns of behavior/ ¢ |08 i& g pidy 55

Outward: on, or moving or directed toward, the outside or surface of; external or

exterior/ s .« alb e algh

Intoxicate: to cause to experience any of a number of temporary conditions
ranging from giddiness to stupor, by means of alcohol or drugs/ s S cws

0313 (&S 03,8 b

Glory: great honor, distinction, praise, or renown/ s ¢i « 3l (e

Thrilling: causing a feeling of sudden, intense excitement/ ;5| Olses
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Awe: a very strong feeling of wonder, reverence, or fear, caused by something
grand or powerful/ &..a 2 5 (i

Panorama: a full, wide view of an extensive area/ /.l i

Condensed: concentrated, compacted/es &6 ¢Sl 2

Carcasses: a dead body, esp. of an animal/ 42V

Gigantic: exceptionally big; huge, as a giant/ S J o (LT J s

Mastodons: any of a number of extinct mammals of about two million years ago
that were large and resembled the elephant/ s 457 6 aii o Il owls o 5o

/ -
s oo o gy 9 o SN O 93

Gnarled: bent and twisted, as a tree's branches or trunk/ 45 |zs) o5, 5= z2 5o s 5

o:)c\:ﬁjjjc(&gfid-)aé

Bearded: having a substantial growth of beard/ ,:. ,
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Roamed: to proceed or travel without a fixed course or destination; wander/ ..

O3 4w c&ifcg:,gj'c cu.}b;

Conquer: to gain or overcome by force, esp. armed force/ (s S 55 (05 S ks

03 b

Sculptured: sculptured objects have been carved or shaped from something/
03 S u"”‘fi“‘ (Sl daes

Friezes: in architecture, an ornamental band with lettering, design, or sculpture,
as above the columns in a classic temple, between the architrave and the cornice,

or around the top of a room or building/ . j asl> cacs

Superficial: of, pertaining to, or located on the surface/ ¢, sz ¢ 2l (g o

e

Rhythmic: characterized by a rhythm; cadenced; rhythmical/ ¢ - KT ¢ s ¢SaT

ol gl

Splendid: magnificent, grand, or the like; impressive/ «iws S ¢ Jows (M
S/ 2
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Probe: to delve into deeply or thoroughly/ ju\?@ (Gt ¢ O g5 ¢ S olS

Trapping: catch (an animal) in a trap/ ¢ |08 s ¢ g1l als s ¢ |l ol

Dimly: vaguely, faintly/ ,t 5 .5, sk

Grace: beauty, harmony, or charm in bearing, appearance, or motion/ s «=sl b

= o » . oo - .
;M(,&%)cu&@cutﬁ

Cadenced: a rhythmic pattern of movement, as in music or poetry/ 4u_<;.@1 -

=
O Xl

Marble: a metamorphic form of limestone, found in many colors and varieties,
that can be cut and polished to a hard, shiny surface/ . ,» ¢S cals g 3b als co ga

Acute: of great severity or intensity/ | s o> ¢ ;5 &5 5 a8

Revelation: the act of revealing/ ;L. 6 cclasl (gl sl plgll
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Haunts: to inhabit or frequent as a ghost/s S Seus <05 S 3eus

Stroll: to walk slowly and without a definite goal or purpose, as for exercise or

pleasure/ 5 o5 ¢ 55 4wy 53 5

Out of focus: blurry, not focused correctly, unclear/«s & oen 25U

Kaleidoscope: any series of constantly changing colors, phases, or events/
o@ﬂscwdﬂgdﬂc,ﬁ»cfdff:(ﬁ@ﬁ:ﬁsjja'\'dis))p&éﬁ,m)

S gt S

Throng: a large crowd of people/(,t”,'\ (Cra (03 S

Spectacle: a visible, usu. impressive thing or action, esp. a public performance or
display/tils o b ¢ il

Splendor: grandeur or magnificence/ =S 4 o sSs (D

Slum: a crowded, dilapidated area of a city where poor people live in
substandard housing/ 4!} o5 8 caloea 148 ¢ ot b (¢ alous
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Quarter: a section of a town where a particular group of people live/ ¢z Y0 <

dl>eo c4,:>-\5 ciila.l.o

Hilariously: mirthfully, cheerfully; in an amusing manner, funnily/ SL" ¢ - ..& 45

o.\.’.lfﬁ)?jw

Descend: go down; be handed down /s 57 & s

Embrace: to clasp in one's arms; hug/os s Jals o S 558l o

Admonition: a mild but serious warning, correcting, or urging/ «-owzs « S

&Mb

Morrow: morning (archaic); tomorrow, the following day, time to come/ s, s 2

A

Morsel: slice, crumb, a bit of, nibble, mouthful/ (s S aed) (| el ¢S candd (4SS

Delightful: enjoyable, pleasant/ s, &, 0ds
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Tactile: having, or pertaining to the sense of touch/ _..J ¢ sl

Relish: a great enjoyment or appreciation of something, esp. food or drink/ « |
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New Word Synonym Antonym
Relish gusto, zest
Admonition caution, exhortation,
monition
Embrace enfold, hug, squeeze
Splendor glory, grandeur, modesty,
magnificence, ordinariness
majesty
Spectacle extravaganza,
marvel, pageant
Throng assemblage, crowd,
host
Stroll amble, mosey,
perambulate
Haunt ghost
Revelation disclosure, concealment
manifestation
Acute intense, severe mild
Cadenced beat, lilt, rhythm
Grace charm, loveliness inelegance, stiffness
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Probe

delve into, examine,
explore

Splendid gorgeous, grand, unimpressive
Impressive,
magnificent,
majestic, regal,
splendiferous,
splendorous
Superficial surface deep
Conquer overpower,
overwhelm
Roamed drift, gad, meander
Bearded beardless, clean-
shaven
Gnarled crooked, knotted
Gigantic colossal, cyclopean,
enormous, great
Panorama landscape, outlook
Awe fear, reverence,
veneration, wonder
Thrilling exciting
Glory fame, honor, renown | ignominy, obscurity,
shame
Intoxicate befuddle, drug,

inebriate
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Outward exterior, external, inward
outer, outside
Glimpse glance ,look, peek
Hasty fast, hurried, quick, |deliberate, slow,
rapid, swift unhurried
Outline contour, figure,
lineament
Grasp clutch, grip release
Quiver pulsate, tremble,
vibrate
Bud germ, offshoot,
protuberance
Shaggy furry, hairy, hirsute
Worthy acceptable, admirable | disreputable,
unworthy, worthless
Appreciative grateful, thankful captious, dull,
thankless, ungrateful
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