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High 1

Unit 9

Close Encounters
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In 1927, Toribio Mexta Xesspe of Peru must have been very surprised to see
lines in the shapes of huge animals and geometric forms on the ground below his
airplane. Created by the ancient Nazca culture, these beautiful forms (over
13,000 of them) are too big to recognize from the ground. However, from about
600 feet in the air, the giant forms take shape. Xesspe may have been the first
human in almost a thousand years to recognize the designs.
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Since their rediscovery, many people have speculated about the Nazca lines.
Without airplanes, how could an ancient culture have made these amazing
pictures? What purpose could they have had?
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One writer, Erich von Déaniken, has a theory as amazing as the Nazca lines
themselves. According to von Daniken, visitors from other planets brought their
civilization to the Earth thousands of years ago. When these astronauts visited
ancient cultures here on Earth, the people of those cultures must have believed
that they were gods.

Olg J s 43,05 536 b last 5 5 (65501 &y s (sl a5 oSGl 0l &Kl codins 5 S5
S o L3574 1) OLaided iy Il 015 505 Syl 51OE US55k ¢Sl
oot Lo L @80n 3 0T 3 e ki S ockaliin a6y sl 5 S sl @Sin 3 013 55 Lb

A5 0Ll La oT 487 Wl azils

Since the Nazcans could have built the lines according to instructions from an
aircraft, von Daniken concludes that the drawings might have marked a landing
strip for the spacecraft of the ancient astronauts. Von Daniken writes, "The
builders of the geometrical figures may have had no idea what they were doing.
But perhaps they knew perfectly well what the gods' needed in order to land."
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In his book Chariors of the Gods? (New York: Bantam, 1972) von Déaniken
offers many other "proofs that ancient cultures had contact with visitors from
other planets. Giant statues on Easter Island provide von Daniken with strong
evidence of the astronauts’ presence. Von Déniken estimates that the island could
only have supported a very small population.
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After examining the simple tools that the islanders probably used, he concludes
that even 2,000 men working day and night could not have been enough to carve
the figures out of hard stone. In addition, he says that at least part of the
population must have worked in the fields, gone fishing and woven cloth.
Therefore, he concludes, "Two thousand men alone could not have made the
gigantic statues".
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In a later book, In Search of Ancient Gods (New York: Putnam, 1984), von
Daniken sees additional "evidence" in a famous map created by a Turkish
admiral, Piri Reis, in 1513. The map appears to include Antarctica, which was

not discovered until 300 years later.
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VVon Daniken believes that in 1513 map makers couldn't possibly have had the
information shown in this map. He insists, "Whoever made it must have been

able to fly and to take photographs.” According to von Daniken, only one
conclusion is possible: “To me it is obvious that extraterrestrial spacemen made
the maps from space stations in orbit. During one of their visits, they made our

ancestors a present of the maps.”
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Obvious? Well, perhaps not to everyone. Scientists, among others, are skeptical
and prefer to look for answers closer to home. However, von Daniken's theories
continue to fascinate people, both believers and nonbelievers. And even
nonbelievers must admit that space visitors might have contributed to human
culture. After all, no one can prove that they didn't ...

=5 5l L35 5501505 Ole jl cOlhzadils 4 WS e (5 s s €l sl
e 4 5SG1 Ol (sl (5,55 Wl p 4 L0 K 5 0gd BB ols Ol JLis 4 oS diade
,,L.ng&,.mu\fma\c.u,\.u,,pstwv.a,;;\?uu)\;,,lfvﬁcc.gf;»;
03,5 $SLST Ll a4y Coal (San (o Ldd D8 ST 35 45T ST ) B1L e LI

i3 S5 A8 ST b Wl e oS (] aan I aadS sl

o lingolearn 35S 422 0 0 ) 95 8L JUIS 4 OIS O 900 4 (s jgeT Sl Igimo 35bls cugr




New word: English explanation / .., o«

Admiral: a naval commissioned officer of the highest rank; the commander of a
fleet or squadron / ol ke ;YL L s

Ancestor: a person from whom one is descended, esp. of several generations ago

/.3\.,\3-\ (>

Astronaut: a person trained to participate in space flight / s, 5Lz

Carve: to form or inscribe by cutting / ooLil 5 s 5 ¢S

Geometric: composed of lines or figures like those of geometry, as a painting or
design/ ..

Gigantic: exceptionally big; huge, as a giant / S J s

Islander: one born or living on an island / i ;>

Strip: a long, narrow piece or area of mostly uniform width /- 2 ..
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New word Synonym Antonym

Admiral commander, chief,
leader, fleet
admiral, flag officer

Ancestor forebear, forefather,
progenitor

Astronaut spaceman

Carve chisel, sculpt,
whittle

Geometric numeral

Gigantic enormous, great, tiny
huge, humongous,
iImmense,
monstrous,
prodigious,
tremendous

Islander

Strip band
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