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Two Teaching Styles

i S

All teachers want to help their students learn. There are, however, different
teaching approaches. Teachers who use "student-centered" approach let students
choose the tasks they perform and some- times even the material they learn.
Teachers who use a "teacher-centered" approach plan what to teach and how
teach it, usually with an assigned textbook.
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Dan Quintana, a writing teacher at Dudley Community College, follows a
teacher-centered approach. If you walk into his class 8:05 A.M. you will see his
students sitting quietly at their desks facing the blackboard. Dan is easy to spot-
he's standing in the front taking attendance. Right after the bell rings, he has
everyone turn to page 51 of their textbook, an introduction to paragraph
development.
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He gets students to read passages aloud from the book, and he makes them stop
several times while he explains a point. After this presentation, he gets students
to answer questions. One student can't answer, so he has her to go back and find
the answer in the textbook. At the end of the class, he assigns an essay topic and
announces a test for the following Wednesday.
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He will correct both the homework and test, and both grades will count toward
the students' final grades.

If most of your learning has been teacher-centered, you will be surprised when
you walk down the hall to visit Sandra Jacobson's writing class. For one thing,
Sandra usually has her students work in groups or pairs, and often they are all
talking at once. For another, it's hard to find the teacher, since Sandra is usually
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sitting with one of the groups.
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The classroom reflects Sandra's student- centered approach. She doesn't assign
writing topics. Instead, she has her students keep journals, and she gets them to
select their own topics from interests they express in their journal writing. She
doesn't correct students' papers, either. Instead, she has her students help each
other edit their work.
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As writing problems emerge, she does mini-lessons and holds individual
conferences. At the end of the semester, Sandra evaluates a portfolio of each
student's writing. She lets her students choose which essays to put into their
portfolios. Both these teaching approaches have many followers, but it is unclear
which approach makes students learn more effectively.
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Of course, a totally teacher-centered or student-centered class is rare. Many
traditional teachers have students work in groups. Many student-centered
teachers structure their courses with a textbook. Students and situations differ,
and there is probably no single correct way that fits everyone everywhere.
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New word: English explanation \ ., s

Approach: a way of dealing with a situation or problem/ o> S slgzin ¢ Sos 5
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Portfolio: a range of investments held by a person or organization/ _.s

&‘)‘JCJ}M%QJ.&K

Textbook: a book used as the basis for instruction in or study of a specific
subject/ . ,s> LS
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New Word Synonym Antonym

Approach arrive, catch up to

Textbook text
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