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High2
Unit2

The Fisherman and His Wife
U r? st

Once upon a time there was a poor fisherman and his wife who lived in a pigsty
near the sea. Every day the man went to fish. One day, after waiting a very long
time. He caught a very big fish.
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To his surprise, the fish spoke and said, “Please let me live. I’'m not a regular
fish. If you knew my real identity, you wouldn’t kill me. I’'m an enchanted
prince.”
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“Don’t worry. I won’t kill you.” Said the kind-hearted fisherman. With these
words, he threw the fish back into the clear water, and went home to his wife.
“Husband,” said the wife, “didn’t you catch anything today?”
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“I caught a fish, but it said it was an enchanted prince, so I let it go.”
“You mean you didn’t wish for anything?”” asked the wife.

“No,” said the fisherman. “What do I need to wish for?”
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“Just look around you,” said the wife. “We live in a pigsty. | wish we had a nice
little cottage. If we had a cottage, | would be a lot happier. You saved the
prince’s life. Go back and ask him for it.”
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“I’m not going to ask for a cottage! If I asked for a cottage, the fish would be
angry.” But in the end, the fisherman was more afraid of his wife’s anger.

When he got to the sea, it was all green and yellow.
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“My wife wishes we had a cottage,” said the fisherman. “Just go on back,” said
the fish. “She already has it.”

When he returned home, the fisherman found his wife sitting outside a lovely
little cottage. The kitchen was filled with food and all types of cooking utensils.
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Outside was a little garden with vegetables, fruit trees, hens, and ducks. Things
were fine for a week or two. Then the wife said, “This cottage is much too
crowded. | wish we lived in a bigger house. If we lived in a big stone castle, |
would be much happier. Go and ask for it.”
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The fisherman didn’t want to go, but he did. When he got to the sea, it was dark
blue and gray. “My wife wishes we lived in a big stone castle,” he said to the
fish.
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“Just go on back. She’s standing in front of the door,” said the fish. When he
returned home, the fisherman found his wife on the steps of a great big stone
castle. The inside was filled with beautiful gold furniture, chandeliers, and

carpets, and there were servants everywhere.
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The next morning the wife woke up and said, “I wish I were King of all this
land.”

“What would you do if you were King?”* asked her husband.

“If I were King, I would own all this land. Go on back and ask the fish for it.”
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This time, the sea was all blackish gray, and the water was rough and smelled
terrible. “What does she want now?” asked the fish. “She wants to be King,” said
the embarrassed fisherman. “Just go on back. She already is.”
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When the fisherman returned home, he found an enormous palace. Everything
inside was made of marble and pure gold, and it was surrounded by soldiers
with drums and trumpets.
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His wife seated on a throne, and he said to her, “How nice for you that you are

King. Now we won’t need to wish for anything else.” But his wife was not
satisfied. “If I were Emperor, I would be much happier,” she said.
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“I am King and | command you to go back and ask the fish to make me
Emperor.” Reluctantly, the fisherman went back to the fish, and again the wish
was granted. Next, his wife wanted to be Pope, and that wish, too, was granted.

“Wife, now be satisfied,” said the fisherman. “You’re Pope. You can’t be
anything more.”
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The wife, however, wasn’t convinced. She kept thinking and thinking about what
more she could be. “I wish I were like the Lord of the universe,” she finally said.
“If I were like the Lord, I could make the sun rise and set. Then I would be much
happier. Go right now and tell the fish that I want to be like the Lord.”
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“Oh, no,” said the fisherman. “The fish can’t do that. If I were you, I wouldn’t

ask for anything else.” But the wife got so furious that the poor fisherman ran
back to the fish.
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There was a terrible storm, and the sea was pitch black with waves as high as
mountains. “Well, what does she want now?”” asked the fish.

“She wishes she were like the Lord of the universe,” said the fisherman.
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“Just go on back. She’s in the pigsty again.”

And they are still sitting there today.
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New word: English explanation / .., s

Fisherman: a person who catches fish either as a sport or as a means of income/
plske (5, 8alk (2 S S sl

Pigsty: a pen or enclosure for a pig or pigs/ gls ¢S

Identity: the unique and entire set of characteristics that make up what a person
or thing is known or considered to be/ . s (ol (Cuie ¢ slalid (il

Enchanted: placed under a spell; bewitched. Filled with delight; charmed/ ..

&}CQMJMCO.};).}\?‘QJ;

Cottage: a small or modest detached home, usu. for one family/ s, 4l calS

Utensils: a tool, container, or other article, especially for household use/

79 Se bl

Castle: a large, fortified residence of nobles in feudal times, sited to dominate the
surrounding countryside/'c, ¢ 28 canl 5o
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Furniture: movable objects such as chairs, tables and beds with which a living
space is equipped/ 4= Ul bl ¢ sl s ¢ fus coln!

Chandeliers: a large, decorative hanging light with branches for several light
bulbs or candles/¢| ol o

Embarrassed: experiencing, expressing, or marked by feelings of shame, painful
self-consciousness, or unease/ ods jlus & ¢ S Sl ¢ Dl ¢ o

.
.

Enormous: extremely large in size, quantity, or extent; huge; immense/ 5, ;,

ol s (olas

Palace: the official residence of royalty or other persons of high rank or
authority/ ;s 1S «eSs 8

Marble: a metamorphic form of limestone, found in many colors that can be cut
and polished to a hard, shiny surface/ . ,» ¢S cals ¢ 5L s ¢o g

Surrounded: be all round (someone or something)/ s abl>|

Drum: a percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands,
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typically cylindrical, barrel-shaped, or bowl-shaped, with a taut membrane over
one or both ends/ Jas ¢ b« o « Ko &l gl o b oSl

Trumpet: a brass wind instrument with three valves atop a looped tube that ends
in a flared bell, which produces bright, strong, often piercing tones/ 3 s ¢ 5.2
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Reluctantly: in an unwilling and hesitant way/ J.e s 5 ¢ o o535

Pope: (often cap.) the bishop of Rome, head of the Roman Catholic Church/ .

ol s

Pitch black: completely dark/ ol L= o5 3
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New Word Synonym Antonym

Identity Individuality,
personhood

Castle donjon, manor

Embarrassed ashamed, blushing at ease, comfortable,

proud

Enormous colossal, gargantuan, |diminutive, tiny
gigantic, huge

Palace castle
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