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High2
Unit3

Best Bets for Holiday Viewing

What would have happened if you had never been born?
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George Bailey learns the answer in Frank Capra's great movie classic It's a
Wonderful Life. When the movie opens, George is standing on a bridge
contemplating suicide. Throughout his life, he has sacrificed his dreams in
order to help other people. He could have gone to college if the family business
hadn't needed him. He would have traveled around the world instead of
remaining in his hometown of Bedford Falls.
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Now, facing bankruptcy and a possible jail sentence, George decides to end his
life by jJumping into the river. Enter Clarence, an angel sent to help him. Clarence
jumps into the water first, certain that, as always, George would put aside his
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own problems order to rescue someone else. Safely back on land, George tells
guardian angel, "I suppose it would have been better if | had never been born at
all."
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"You've got your wish: You've never been born," responds Clarence. Harry
would have drowned in a childhood sledding accident. And Harry would have
never grown up to be a war hero, saving the lives of hundreds of soldiers. "Harry
wasn't there to save them because you weren't there to save Harry," explains
Clarence. "You see, George, you really had wonderful life. Don't you see what
mistake it would be throw away?"
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The ending of movie delivers heartwarming holiday message. It's a Wonderful
Life shows us the importance each person's life and how each our lives touches
those of others. We see through George's eyes how lives those around him would
have been different if he hadn't known them. This movie is highly recommended
for the whole family.
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Clarence then teaches George a hard lesson. In a series of painful episodes, he
shows him what life would have been like in Bedford Falls without George
Bailey. George goes back to the site of his mother's home. He finds, instead, an
old, depressing boarding house. If George had not supported his mother, she
would have become embittered, overworked boarding owner.
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George's own home is a ruin, and his wife Mary is living sad life of isolation.
Each scene is more disturbing than the last, until finally we end in a graveyard.
We see the grave of George's little brother Harry. If George hadn't been alive, he
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couldn't have saved his younger brother Harry's life.
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New word: English explanation \ ., s

Contemplate: to look at long and thoughtfully/ oz usl s 57 S

Sacrifice: the surrender of something valuable or beloved as an act of devotion or
in exchange for some perceived higher good/ sls L 3«05 S 148

Suicide: the act of killing oneself on purpose/ _is™ s &=

Bankruptcy: the condition of being legally insolvent or bankrupt;
impoverishment or destitution/ ..Ca 5

Guardian: a person who guards or protects/ ;LS ¢ sl

Sentence: the punishment assigned to a defendant found guilty by a court, or
fixed by law for a particular offence/ slo (01465 L) Cos sKoms 13003 S pons Sl jlons

93,8

Angel: in certain theologies, a spiritual being acting as a servant or messenger of
God, usu. represented as a human figure with wings and a halo/ . 2
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Boarding house: a private house providing food and lodging for paying guests/
S350 Gl Alslage O smmily

Ruin: complete destruction or decay/ | = « 05 S <l = (g3 5l

Isolation: the act of isolating or state of being isolated/ |l ¢ ;5 o,LS

Graveyard: a tract of ground for burying the dead; cemetery/ ot .3

Grave: a hole dug in the ground for burying a dead body/ ,:
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New Word Synonym Antonym
Contemplate regard, view
Sacrifice expense, offering
Bankruptcy solvency
Guardian defender, protector,
shield
Angel archangel, cherub, seraph | demon, devil
Ruin decay, destruction,
devastation
Isolation quarantine, seclusion
Graveyard cemetery
Grave tomb
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