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Force Four
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In late August 1992, meteorologists from the National Hurricane Center in
Florida noticed a small tropical storm over West Africa. When the storm grew
stronger and moved west, they named it Andrew. A few days after that, Lixion
Avila of the National Hurricane Center, who had been tracking Andrew all
night, called his boss at 3:00 A.M. and told him that they had a hurricane.
Andrew quickly grew into a force four, and the National Hurricane Center went
on the air to warn Florida residents that a giant storm was coming. They said
Andrew might even become a force five-the most powerful class of hurricanes.
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Government workers told people that they had to leave homes near the coast,
and television reporters announced that everyone should buy extra food and
water. As Floridians prepared for Hurricane Andrew, stores and gas stations
reported that they could not keep up with demands for canned food, bottled
water, and gasoline.
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In spite of their preparation, Andrew’s 170-mile-an-hour winds caused terrible
damage. After the storm, officials at the National Hurricane Center reported that
the electricity had gone out and the radar had been torn off the roof of the twelve-
story center.
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Those in the private homes suffered most. One family said they had run from
room to room with windows exploding all around them. Jim Jenkins, who had
just moved to Florida in June, told a reporter that if he had known what a force-
four hurricane was like, he would have left immediately. He said that he and his
family had spent a terrifying night in a closet after a trailer had blown through
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the house. Jim said, “There are no words to describe this storm.”
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After the terror came the realization of loss. In one trailer park, a young
woman held her baby as she sifted through the scraps of metal that had been
their home. Her husband, still dazed, told us that he had lost his home, his job,
and his dog in just two hours. While the government struggled to provide

emergency services for the victims, officials predicted it would cost at least $20
billion to rebuild after Andrew.
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Naming Hurricanes
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Hurricanes receive names (like Andrew) to avoid confusion when more than one
storm is being observed.
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Hurricanes are named by the World Meteorological Organization.
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When a storm results in a large loss of life or property damage, its name is
“retired.” (Andrew was retired and replaced by Alex.)
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Before 1979, hurricanes were only given women’s names.
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Today hurricanes alternate between men’s and women’s names in alphabetical
order (Alex, Bonnie, Charley, Danielle, etc.).
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There are no hurricanes that begin with the letters Q, U, X, Y, or Z.
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New word: English explanation / .., s

Alternate: to move back and forth indefinitely between two or more conditions,
places, or actions (usu. fol. by "between") / 05 §* Cslzs

Blow: to move, force, or send along by means of an air current / o 55 cOdes

Meteorologist: one who is an expert in the field of meteorology /' .L.l 4»

Property: the sum total of items owned, or a part of that sum; possessions
collectively / (JI s) Jbs ¢ 1505

Resident: one who lives in a particular location / 'L ¢

Scrap: a small bit or fragment, esp. a leftover or discarded piece / o L 4SS

Sift (through): to search through or question with close attention / &5 S s>t

Trailer: a kind of vehicle / L ;
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Track: to follow the footprints, traces, or evidence of / 05 5" s 1, L 5,

Trailer park: an area provided for mobile homes / 5" =z cla sl o8 ile
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New word Synonym Antonym

Alternate cycle, interchange,
reciprocate, rotate
Blow waft
Meteorologist aerologist,
weatherman,
weather wise
Property pOSsessions,

belongings; estate,
assets, stuff,

things

Resident denizen,
inhabitant,
occupant

Scrap remnant, shred

Sift (through) Investigate, search

Trailer

Trailer park

Track trace, trail
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