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HAVE YOU HEARD TIHS ONE?
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A disconsolate young man was walking along a beach in southern California.
What was making him sad was the fact that his ladylove wasn't with him. She
was in Hawaii, and he was in California, Suddenly, on the sand in front of him,
he spied what looked like a magic lamp. "I wonder if this is one of those magic
lamps, like Aladdin's?" he mused.
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"I guess that there's only one way to find out." Picking up the lamp, he began to
rub it. Immediately, a genie popped out. Let me tell you, though-this wasn't your
usual type of genie. This was genie with an attitude, Can thin "Thanks for letting
me out, man. It was getting little stuffy in there. Anyway, you know the drill.
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You let me out; | grant you one wish. So what's your wish?" "Wait a minute,"
said the young man. "I thought you always got three Wishes when you let a genie
out of a lamp or a bottle." "Yeah, well, times have changed," retorted genie.
"Inflation, you know. My contract says that whoever lets me out gets one wish.
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Take it or leave it. What's your fondest wish?" The young man pondered the
question. He took so long that the genie finally said, exasperated, "Hey, man,
come on, | haven't got all day. What do you want?" "You'll grant me whatever |
wish?" "Whatever."
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"I'm having a real problem figuring out what | want. The fact that you're
restricting to one wish really isn't kosher, you know.... But...if you insist... here
it is. What | want is for you to build me a bridge to Hawai." "Say what?" the
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genie replied.
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"I thought you said you wanted a bridge Hawaii. I'm going to have to get my
hearing checked.” "I did say that. | want a bridge to Hawail. You see, I'm afraid
of flying. | flew one time, and | almost had a nervous breakdown, what with the
possibility of plane crashes, and the airline food, and all." "So take a boat."
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"I get seasick on boats. Deathly ill. I can't travel on boats. But if you build me a
bridge to Hawalii, | can drive there. And I really need to go to Hawaii."
Chagrined, the genie asked, "Do you understand what you're asking me to do? |
can't do that, Do you realize how far it is to Hawaii? It's 2,000 miles. I'd have to
sink pilings into the ocean floor...
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Do you know how much cement that would take? And I'd probably have to attach
all kinds of pontoons, and it would take months just to do a geologic survey and
prepare an environmental impact statement. I'm tired after all those centuries
inside that lamp. | don't think I have the energy....
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No, this request is simply out of the question. Ask me something else. I'll give
you another chance. Is there someone special you want to see? | can transport
whomever you'd like right here in the twinkling of an eye. The queen of England.
Madonna. Whomever. | can bring however many people you want-a whole army.
Or maybe there's some possession you desire. A Rolls-Royce, perhaps? Money is
no object."”
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Again the young man cogitated for considerable time. Finally, he said, "Yes, |
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do have one more wish." "All right,” responded the genie. "Now we're getting
somewhere. Make it; make it." "Well," said the young man,
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"I've always been fascinated by the mysteriousness and the unpredictability of
women. Have you ever been able figure them out? | haven't. So that's my wish."
"What?" said the genie. "To understand them. I've always wanted to know what

makes women tick. That'll be my wish.". ..."So did you want two lanes or four
on the bridge?" the genie said.
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New word: English explanation \ ., s

Disconsolate: very unhappy and unable to be comforted/ «.Sx Js

Drill: a tool or machine with a rotating cutting tip or reciprocating hammer or
chisel, used for making hole/ .

Genie: a spirit of Arabian folklore, as depicted traditionally imprisoned within a
bottle or oil lamp, and capable of granting wishes when summoned

Ponder: to think about something deeply and carefully; meditate/ il (oo

93,8

Exasperate: to annoy or irritate greatly; cause to lose patience/ UL =l ‘di“}

93,8

Kosher: allowable according to Jewish dietary laws/ss s-.. (feed (L)

Sink: to fall or drop slowly to another level/o. & & ¢ 5 5

Piling: heavy stakes or posts installed to support the foundations of a
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superstructure/ s jlu O giw o gwaies 5 L Ll el O siw

Pontoon: a float or boat used as support for a temporary floating bridge/ s, |

Survey: the act of determining the shape, area, and elevation of a piece of land/
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Transport: to convey from one place to another; carry/ & 5 Jo>

Cogitate: to think over something carefully or at length/os 57 s

Unpredictability: combined form of predictability.

o lingolearn 35S 422 0 0 ) 95 8L JUIS 4 OIS O 900 4 (s jgeT Sl Igimo 35bls cugr




New Word Synonym Antonym
Ponder contemplate, meditate,
mull, reflect
Exasperate provoke, rile appease, mollify, please
Kosher unclean
Sink founder, settle, subside ascend, rise
Survey mapping
Transport carry, convey, take,
transfer
Cogitate consider
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