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It was the evening of September 29, 1994. Having spent a wonderful day
exploring the ruins at Paestum in southern ltaly, Reg and Maggie Green were
driving south in the area of Italy known as the boot, their children Nicholas and
Eleanor sleeping peacefully in the back seat. Suddenly an old and decrepit car
pulled up alongside them, and an Italian with a bandana over his face screamed
at them, signaling them to stop.
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Not knowing what to do, Reg weighed the gravity of the situation. If they
stopped, they risked a potentially deadly confrontation with criminals; if they
sped away, they might escape. Guessing that their newer-model Car could
probably get away from the old car the criminals were driving, Reg floored the
gas pedal. Shots rang out, shattering both windows on the driver's side of the car.
The Green's took off, easily outdistancing the bandits car.
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Checking the children, Reg and Maggie found them still sleeping peacefully in
the back seat. A bit farther down the road, Reg saw a police car parked on the
shoulder and pulled over to alert the authorities. Upon opening the door, he saw
blood oozing the back of Nicholas's head. Rushed to a hospital, Nicholas lay in a
coma for two days.
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Then doctors declared him brain-dead. This was not the end of the story,
however. As Nicholas lay on his deathbed, Reg and Maggie decided that
something good ought to come out of the situation. Realizing that it would be far
better to return good for evil than to seek revenge, they offered Nicholas's organs
for transplant.
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"Someone should have the future he lost," Reg said. Profoundly moved by the
gesture, Italians poured out their emotions. Maurizio Costanzo, the host of a talk
show, summed up the common feeling by saying, "You have given us a lesson in
civility...shown us how to react in the face of pain and sorrow." The great irony
of this tragedy was that it was a mistake.
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Investigators later determined that Nicholas was killed by two small time
Calabrian thugs who thought the Greens were jewelers carrying precious stones.
Having been turned over to the police, apparently by the Calabrian Mafia, they
were placed on trial. People all over Europe and North America reacted in
sorrow. Headlines in Italian newspapers spoke of LA NOSTRA VERCOGNA
("Our shame").
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Wherever the Greens went, they met Italians who begged their forgiveness. The
Greens were given a medal, Italy's highest honor, the Prime Minister. Some good
has indeed come out of Nicholas's death. Seven Italians received Nicholas's
heart, liver, kidneys, islet cells, and corneas. Perhaps more importantly, a blow
was struck for organ donation.
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Having heard Reg and Maggie speak on French television, 40,000 French people
pledged to donate their organs when they died. After returning to the United
States, the Greens began to receive requests to tell their son's story and speak
about organ donation. "It gradually dawned on us," says Reg,
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"that we'd been given a life's work." Nicholas Green is gone, but others live on
because of his parents' compassionate act. How many of us would do the same
thing if given the chance?
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New word: English explanation \ ., s

Compassion: a feeling of sharing another's suffering, prompting a desire to
relieve that suffering; commiseration; clemency/ ;s ¢ (63,en

Confrontation: the act of confronting, or the state of being confronted by another/

ag> g0

Outdistance: to leave far behind, as in a race; outrun/ , - 8 i 2ali8 Cae

Pull over: to drive to the side of the road and stop/ys; LS

Ooze: to seep out gradually and slowly, as liquid, gas, or sound may do/ a.al
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Transplant: to surgically remove body tissue or a body organ and reattach it
elsewhere on the same body or, esp., as a replacement on another body/ . ;. s.2c
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Civility: courteous behavior; politeness/ . 5« = ki, 5 Coloes

Islet cells:

Donate: allow the removal of (blood or an organ) from one's body for
transplantation, transfusion, or research/ s S Il

o lingolearn 35S 422 0 0 ) 95 8L JUIS 4 OIS O 900 4 (s jgeT Sl Igimo 35bls cugr




New Word

Synonym

Antonym

Compassion

Kindness, mercy

Outdistance

outstrip

Ooze exude, seep out
Transplant graft
Civility courtesy, manners,

politeness
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