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High3
Unit2

Definite and Indefinite Articles

Once upon a time...

=
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Once upon a time there was a green and beautiful planet. It was the third planet
out from a yellowish sun in a stellar system in a relatively remote part of the
galaxy.
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Members of the Galactic Council knew that the planet was between 4 and 5
billion years old, but no one was sure exactly how long life had existed there.
The Galactic Council had been watching Green, as they called it, for millennia.
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It was a responsibility of the Council to observe and monitor all planets that
harbored life in an effort to predict which one might destroy themselves.
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Thus the Council could intervene if it had to. Each planet had its own watcher,
and Planet Green’s was Ambassador Gorkon.
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His job was to visit Green and investigate thoroughly. On this occasion Gorkon
was making his report to Mr.Xau, the president of the Galactic Councill.
President Xau said, “Well, Gorkon, you’re late getting back. There must have
been something serious happening to keep you on Green for so long.”
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Gorkon responded, “Yes, sir. I had to stay longer to be absolutely sure of my
calculations. Affairs are not going well there. I’'m afraid that if Green doesn’t
change its ways immediately, the planet won’t be able to support life, and life
won’t endure there. Green is now on a destructive path.
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There used to be clean air and water, but now there’s pollution everywhere. The
acid rain caused by the pollution in the atmosphere has killed planets and some
animals. In some large cities you can hardly see the sky, and the land is full of
garbage and toxic waste dumps. They’re cutting down beautiful rain forests in
the southern hemisphere.
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They’ve been releasing some very dangerous chemicals-fluorocarbons, we
would call them-into the atmosphere, and a hole in the ozone layer has developed
over the southern polar cap. You’re aware how dangerous ultraviolet radiation
can be.
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If something isn’t done, the amount of radiation in the atmosphere will be very
dangerous and even lethal within twenty or thirty years. It could happen even
sooner.”

The president looked sad and asked, “Is that the only serious problem?” Gorkon
responded,
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“Unfortunately not. Several individual nations on Green have developed the
bomb and other deadly weapons. So far they’ve avoided using the weapons
against each other, and right now there’s a sort of uneasy peace, but there’s no
guarantee it’s going to last.
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The saddest thing that’s happening on Green, though, is the extinction of
species. Some have already died off entirely, and many more species are
endangered-like wolves and tigers. Environmentalists are making efforts to
save the whale and panda, but it’s mostly a case of too little late. You know what
happens to a planet when its species start to die off.”
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“Yes, of course,” said the president. “We’ve got to stop that. Well, shall I call the
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Council into executive session?”

“Yes, Mr.president,” said Gorkon. “Right away. I’'m afraid we’re going to have
to interfere. If we don’t, Green may not last much longer. We wouldn’t want to
see them suffer the same fate as Earth did.”
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New word: English explanation / .., s

Definite: clearly defined or fixed, as opposed to being undecided, undetermined,
or general; precise; exact/r.l“a (P9 03 5me o han (ou o ol

Indefinite: lacking clear definition or limits; vague, undecided, or indeterminate/
Q\Jgﬁ co)'\.,\i‘ s c&\.’u (> s cd\.:w (e Y

Article: a single item or thing, esp. one of a class or group/ (Ll cb 5 ¢ fas osls

e -
)\S.af c.,\.l.g cadlie

Yellowish: having a yellow tinge; slightly yellow/s ;5 « sl o5, o5 el

Stellar: pertaining to, or resembling a star or stars/ ,, « |5 o ks (s 2l ol 4

ol

Remote: at a far distance in space or time/ s (s 535 ¢ >

Galaxy: a system of millions or billions of stars, together with gas and dust, held
together by gravitational attraction/ ¢ . osl> (OLaSGS
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Council: an assembly of persons gathered together for administrative, legislative,
or advisory purposes/ | si co yslis ¢ pdses ¢ ozl

Existed: to have being or reality/ s o 5 s> 50 ¢ 205 3 g5 5 ¢ s 5 €05 5

Millennia: an anniversary of a thousand years/ o, ;»

Predict: to see or proclaim in advance (a future unplanned event); prophesy;
foretell/ s S o i 3055 o5 i

Harbored: give a home or shelter to or keep (a thought or feeling, typically a
negative one) in one's mind, especially secretly/ sl

Effort: the exertion of physical or mental energy/ .. ¢ i ¢ ii S Ol

Intervene: to enter a situation so as to change what is happening/ L «os S als-ls

Ol Ol 3 03,138 ol

Watcher: a person who watches, esp. one who keeps vigil/ < s 5 ¢ ,ldul <SS
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Ambassador: a high-ranking official sent by one nation to another either to carry
out a specific diplomatic mission or to serve in residence there/ =Se ¢ bl ¢ i

d}b&.w)‘)y\ﬂ

Investigate: to systematically examine or search into/ «0s S° s 5L 03 S Gaas

035 s p 038 (S

President: the chief executive, either elected or appointed, of a nation whose
government is not a hereditary monarchy. An officer elected to preside over a

group or organization/ | yes .3, ol&iils ady ¢

Calculation: the act, process, or result of calculating or making computations/
CJ\..wbu Cdu.uﬂbbﬁ cb)j‘jg c;.)l.u.o-

Immediately: without delay; promptly/ 465 (Lo

Endure: to bear up under or function in spite of/ (¢ Ls , (o Jume (05 5 Jumes

93,8
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Destructive: causing great and irreparable damage/ < 5 « 5l 5

Pollution: the condition or quality of being polluted/ =sts™ 55 i

Atmosphere: the mass of gases surrounding the earth or any other celestial
body/s S 1. ¢

Garbage: anything that is or ought to be discarded as worthless, esp. spoiled or
unwanted food; rubbish/ JlxaT iy b 2550 o e

Toxic: of, pertaining to, or resulting from a toxin or other poison/  _:U ¢ 2} ¢ o

S5 a5 S el

Dump: QJ;JB-cg:)j.\ajﬂcJW‘cJ}j}Q\j)%Mbu@g-céﬁcﬂb

Cutting down: to reduce the amount of something or of doing something/ dﬂ

93,5

Southern: situated in, directed towards, coming from, or relating to the south/
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Hemisphere: either of two halves of the terrestrial globe, formed by dividing it
into northern and southern parts at the equator, or into eastern and western parts

at the prime meridian/ s> 5 o5 o S

Chemical: a distinct substance, such as an element or molecular compound, used
in or obtained through a reaction involving atomic or molecular changes/ ¢ _L..s

2 e

. e

Fluorocarbon: any of various organic chemical compounds resulting from the
substitution of fluorine for hydrogen in a hydrocarbon, used in refrigeration,
lubrication, plastic and resin manufacture, as a fire extinguisher, and formerly as

the propellant in aerosol cans/ os s oy sk 5 0 S Glyls S JT LS 5 s S 95k

(35123, 0 s 5 (5 eS8 ol 5o

Ozone: oxygen in the form of molecules with three atoms, created by exposure of
oxygen to electrical discharge or ultraviolet radiation, having a sharp smell, and

being an effective oxidant for use in bleaching and sterilizing/ &5/

Polar: of, pertaining to, or near one end of the axis of a spherical body, esp. the
North Pole or South Pole of the earth/ 5 Jlos s 4wl y ¢ dos ¢ folaze (0 laze cslazs
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Cap: an upper limit/ 5, .

Ultraviolet: beyond the violet end of the spectrum of visible light and having a
wavelength between that of visible light and x-rays/ il 2

Radiation: the emission of particles or waves of energy, as by radioactive
material or by electrical circuits or devices/ SLil 5 ; xixis Sla ¢ 0

Nation: a people living under its own independent government/ . il= ¢, i caa b

C}E TGV TG

Deadly: capable of causing death/ cSUgs coiiS 5 o de b 5T 5 0 ,LS

Weapon: an object or device intended or used as a means of offense or defense/
)1J91 d.i.o— ¢aselsl ‘CBLN

Uneasy: not comfortable physically or mentally; restless; disturbed; insecure/
Cblﬁ o,y Lg:)}b‘,a..d cd\.?- Q\.ﬁ.u"ﬁ.

Peace: a state of freedom from war or hostility/ « oM ccwdle o il ¢ 2l )l ¢ o5l
lw s cLa ccl-w
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Guarantee: assurance, warrant, Warranty/ sdge c4is s ciled (g ¢ pols ponis

Extinction: the act or process of becoming or making extinct, or of being ended
or putting an end to/ 5| 2! pliel cpligil o o gals-

Species: in biology, the most fundamental classification of living things,
comprising individuals that can breed with one another but not with those of

other species; subdivision of a genus/ ¢ | & S (§ 5 b

Endangered: threatened with extinction, as a species of life/ 5 ¢ -=Il6 blss 4

FldS s 5 me

Environmentalists: someone who works to protect the natural
environment/ . e Ll b

Whale: any of the largest of marine mammals, with a body shaped like a dolphin
or porpoise, flippers in place of forelimbs, and a flat, triangular tail/ «Jis (JL X

035 Ao Kigh b

Die off: to die sequentially either singly or in numbers so that the total number is
greatly diminished/ s o =T 4605 0 S S5
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Executive: the administrative branch of a government/ _| > 4., Cim (s e

Session: a meeting of an official body, especially a legislature, council, or court
of law, to conduct its business/ .. caud> ¢ o

Interfere: to be or come between with the effect of hampering or impeding (usu.
fol. by with)/ o S alslite <3108 Olas b ¢ 28108 L 005,87 I b a5 S Il

Fate: ultimate result; fortune; lot/ s o o cde ¢ idw ¢y

o lingolearn 35S 422 o 0 ) 95 pSL JUIS 4 O &0 4 s geT (Sl Igimo 3oLl Cugr




New Word Synonym Antonym

Definite definitive, explicit, equivocal, indefinite
precise

Indefinite imprecise, certain, definite
indeterminate

Stellar astral

Remote distant, far adjacent, close

Council assembly, board,
committee

Predict foretell, presage

Ambassador diplomat, envoy

Investigate delve into

Calculation counting, measure

Immediately instantly, on the
double

Endure survive, weather, succumb
withstand

Garbage rubbish, trash, waste

Toxic poisonous
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Nation country, state

Deadly deathly, fatal, lethal, | beneficial, harmless
mortal
Uneasy unsettled, worried at ease, calm,
comfortable
Peace concord, peacetime | conflict, unrest, war
Guarantee insurance
Effort exertion, labor
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