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High 3
unit 9

Ask Pamela...
Dear Pamela,

e sl

I've always been considered a "nice person,"” but | guess you could also call me
"a soft touch." A year ago my husband's sister, Sarah, was in a desperate
situation and needed a thousand dollars immediately to pay off a loan she had
defaulted on.

o3l 1o il e Olieas Lok oS OLS Lol pl okt 48 8l 53" it inen o0
Ao 555 oS Ll rd g 55 ol cp a5 ol o Sl 6 S s 2

-
. Y

She asked us to lend her the money. At first, | suggested that she go through the
usual channels and get a bank loan. She said she'd tried that and had been turned
down. She pressured my husband for a loan, and he pressured me.
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Sarah assured us that if we lent her the money, she would pay it back with
interest. | gave in and advanced her a thousand dollars from my own account, but

| shouldn't have. In fact, had | known what was going to happen, | never would
have said yes.
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We didn't put anything in writing, and Sarah hasn't paid us a red cent. | am
extremely angry about this, but whenever | mention it to Carl, my husband, he
says that Sarah suffers from low self-esteem and is going through a rough time
right now. And, he says, it's important that we keep peace in the family. Were |
to confront Sarah, he says, it would be the straw that broke the camel’s back.
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Pamela, what should | do? What if | confront her and it ends up being a blow to
her self-esteem or it causes trouble in the family?

Furious in Frankfort
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Dear Furious,
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Sweetie, it's one thing to be a nice person, but it's another to be a doormat. It
sounds like you let people take advantage of you. If so, I'd say it's time you got
some assertiveness training. Without it, you'll just keep letting people tell you
what to do.
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In my view, you should have insisted that Sarah sign a notarized agreement
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spelling out the terms of repayment. It's too late for that now, though, so |
recommend that you arrange a meeting between yourself and Sarah.
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And, if I were you, | wouldn't worry too much about Sarah's self-esteem. Leave
Carl out of it. Call Sarah and ask her to meet you for lunch at a restaurant.
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At the lunch meeting, tell her calmly but in no uncertain terms that you're angry
and that this thing has gone far enough. Insist that she start making immediate
repayments. Should she balk at what you're saying or mention Carl, simply tell
her that this is between you and her, that you don't want family squabbles, and
that there won't be any as long as she makes the payments.
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Make it clear that she must make the payments; if not, you'll take her to small
claims court. It's essential that Sarah understand you're serious; otherwise, she'll
simply go on taking advantage of you.
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Tell Carl what you've done after you've met with Sarah. You don't need to get
angry. Just say that it was your money that was lent, that this is the way things
are going to be from now on, and that you'd rather the two of you didn't get into a
fight about it. Then look around for a course in assertiveness. With a little work,
you can learn not to be a wimp. Good luck, and be calm but courageous!

Pamela
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New word: English explanation / .., ixs

Assertive: forward or aggressive in speech or action / .S 5 s> 5 51 4l ¢ ke

Doormat: when you let somebody to behave to you in every way

he/she wants / S cSTL 248 o) (6w &

Notarized: legalized with a stamp of a notary public, authenticated or attested to
as a notary public / ¢ oms .l S

Red cent: (informal) a penny as a symbol of insignificance / J s colews J g ¢ oo &K

>

Rough: characterized by difficult conditions / &2

Soft touch: if you describe someone as a soft touch, you mean that they can
easily be persuaded to lend you money or to do things for you; an informal
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expression / IS dodd (- o oslu

Straw that broke the camel's back: last in a series of problems that finally caused
a situation to become unbearable / .- ¢ 4.l 0as 5 J

Squabble: to quarrel over trivial matters; bicker / &> 5 ~

Turn down: to decline, refuse, or reject / o 5, 05 56 Jsé

Wimp: (informal) a timid, weak and cowardly person, pushover / < .. & i ool

o

o lingolearn S dxal e o)) S o) B JUIS 4y G801 ) oy s 4y (o5l Lo | sine 5l g




New word Synonym Antonym
Assertive affirmative, aggressive | timid, unassertive
Doormat Wimp
Notarized Legalized
Red cent
Rough difficult, harsh gentle, smooth
Soft touch Timid, wimp
Squabble Bicker, argue
Turn down decline, refuse, reject Accept
Wimp Timid, weak, coward,

pushover
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